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CORONAVIRUS WUHAN CHINA BEIJING 





~ | 
The coronavirus pandemic may be a result of controversial experiments inside the Wuhan Institute of Virology, as 


U.S. intelligence now concedes. Chinese virologist Shi Zhengli inside the P4 laboratory in Wuhan, China, on 
February 23, 2017. - 


JOHANNES EISELE/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


ust one day after the U.S. surpassed China to become the country with 

the highest number of Covid-19 cases, the U.S. Defense Intelligence 
Agency updated its assessment of the origin of the novel coronavirus to reflect 
that it may have been accidentally released from an infectious diseases lab, 


Newsweek has learned. 


The report, dated March 27 and corroborated by two U.S. officials, reveals that 


U. lligence revised its January assessment in which it "judged that the 
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new coronavirus emerged "accidentally" due to "unsafe laboratory practices" in 
the central Chinese city of Wuhan, where the pathogen was first observed late 
last year. The classified report, titled "China: Origins of COVID-19 Outbreak 
Remain Unknown,” ruled out that the disease was genetically engineered or 


released intentionally as a biological weapon. 


"We have no credible evidence to indicate SARS-CoV-2 was released 
intentionally or was created as a biological weapon," the report found. "It is 
very unlikely that researchers or the Chinese government would intentionally 
release such a dangerous virus, especially within China, without possessing a 
known and effective vaccine." Every scientist interviewed by Newsweek for this 
story also rejected categorically the notion that the virus was intentionally 


released. 
NEWSWEEK NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP » 


Covid-19 has infected nearly 3 million people across the globe, initially 
ravaging China before hitting hardest in the West and leaving the United States 
as the most deeply-afflicted country, with more than 55,000 deaths as of April 
2f. Its origin remains the subject of not only scientific debate, but a politically 


charged dispute in the international community. 


Citing academic literature, the DIA document states that a "definitive answer 
may never be known" as to how the disease truly first emerged. A U.S. 
intelligence spokesperson told Newsweek, "the Intelligence Community has not 


collectively agreed on any one theory." 
Uncertain source 


Tracing the origin of a new virus is not easy. It took researchers at the Wuhan 
"YS more than a decade to trace the 2002-2003 SARS virus to remote bat 
\ 


ca Yiinnan nravince It's not Siirnricina then that in earlv Fehriarv 


SUBSCRIBE > 


https://www.newsweek.com/controversial-wuhan-lab-experiments-that-may-have-started-coronavirus-pandemic-1500503 3/26 


8/27/2021 The Controversial Experiments and Wuhan Lab Suspected of Starting the Coronavirus Pandemic 


impossible for them to scientifically determine whether the Covid-19 outbreak 
was caused naturally or accidentally from a laboratory incident," according to 
the DIA document. 


NEWSWEEK SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS > 


Initial assessments conducted by the Chinese government pointed to the city's 
Huanan Seafood Market as the likely cause of a natural outbreak of SARS- 
CoV-2, a new coronavirus that causes Covid-19. In the early days of the 
outbreak, local officials played down the possibility of human-to-human 
transmission of the virus and silenced doctors who spoke out about the 
growing outbreak. It may have undercounted deaths and the number of cases 
of Covid-19. A spurious theory that the U.S. deliberately planted the virus in 


Wuhan also started circulating. 


China's foreign ministry told reporters April 23rd that the World Health 
Organization found "no evidence" the outbreak started at the Wuhan 
laboratory, and Yuan Zhiming, vice president of the Wuhan Institute of Virology 
and president of the Chinese Academy of Sciences Wuhan Branch, blasted the 


inference of intentional misuse or creation as "malicious" and "impossible." 


"The director of the Galveston National Laboratory in the United States made it 
clear that our laboratory is just as well managed as labs in Europe and the 
U.S.," he said. "I think it is understandable for people to make that association. 
But it is a malicious move to purposefully mislead the people" to think that the 


virus escaped from [our Wuhan] labs. 


“They have no evidence or logic to support their accusations. They are basing 


it completely on their own speculations." 


"Or report, however, cites U.S. government and Chinese researchers that 
foi hat 33 nercent of the oriainal 41 identified cases did not have direct 
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in past few years, raised reasonable suspicion that the pandemic may have 


been caused by a lab error, not the wet market. 
Here's what the scientific and circumstantial evidence shows. 


Back in 2002, when SARS emerged in China's Guandong province, it served 
as a wake-up call. Over the next few decades, the U.S., China and other 
nations poured money into efforts to hunt down and catalogue strange new 
pathogens that live in wild animals and figure out how much of a threat they 


pose to humans, with the goal of preventing the next devastating pandemic. 


In the fall of 2019, the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus emerged in the middle of the 
large, cosmopolitan city of Wuhan. Chinese officials at first insisted that the 
virus, SARS-CoV-2, could be caught only through direct contact with animals. 
But many of the early patients in Wuhan had no connection to the wild animal 
markets, which meant that the virus had already been spreading from person 
to person. When this fact came out, it cast doubt on the veracity of information 
coming from China, but the virus was well on its way to becoming a deadly 


pandemic. 


In the early days, the prevailing theory of the virus' origins was that it, like 
SARS, arose in bats, passed to some other mammal such as a pangolin, and 


ultimately entered the population through the wild-animal markets. 


By March, the wild-virus theory was still the most likely explanation of the origin 
of SARS-CoV-2--but it was starting to look a little ragged around the edges. For 
one thing, the Wuhan Institute of Virology, not far from the animal markets in 
downtown Wuhan, houses the world's largest collection of coronaviruses from 
wild bats, including at least one virus that bears a resemblance to SARS-CoV- 
2. What's more, Wuhan Institute of Virology scientists have for the past five 


ye en engaged in so-called "gain of function" (GOF) research, which is 
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anticipating future pandemics. Gain-of-function techniques have been used to 


turn viruses into human pathogens capable of causing a global pandemic. 


This is no nefarious secret program in an underground military bunker. The 
Wuhan lab received funding, mostly for virus discovery, in part from a ten-year, 
$200 million international program called PREDICT, funded by the U.S. Agency 
for International Development and other countries. Similar work, funded in part 
by the U.S. National Institutes of Health, has been carried out in dozens of labs 
throughout the world. Some of this research involves taking deadly viruses and 
enhancing their ability to soread quickly through a population—research that 
took place over the objections of hundreds of scientists, who have warned for 


years of the program's potential to cause a pandemic. 


In the years since the SARS outbreak, many instances of mishaps involving 


the accidental release of pathogens have taken place in labs throughout the 


world. Hundreds of breaches have occurred in the U.S., including a 2014 
release of anthrax from a U.S. government lab that exposed 84 people. The 


SARS virus escaped from a Beijing lab in 2004, causing four infections and 





one death. An accidental release is not complicated and doesn't require 
malicious intent. All it takes is for a lab worker to get sick, go home for the 


night, and unwittingly spread the virus to others. 


The Wuhan Institute has a record of shoddy practices that could conceivably 
lead to an accidental release, as officials at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing 
reportedly warned in a cable on January 19, 2018. "During interactions with 
scientists at the WIV laboratory, they noted the new lab has a serious shortage 
of appropriately trained technicians and investigators needed to safely operate 
this high-containment laboratory," states the cable, according to the 


Washington Post. 


KON there's no evidence that SARS-Cov-2 came from the Wuhan lab, 
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on the evidence available, that a natural origin is the most likely explanation. 
But neither have they ruled out these possibilities. "At this stage, it is not 
possible to determine precisely the source of the virus which caused the 
COVID-19 pandemic," says the World Health Organization in a statement to 
Newsweek. "All available evidence suggests that the virus has a natural animal 


origin and is not a manipulated or constructed virus." 


The circumstantial evidence is strong enough to warrant putting the lab's 
programs and practices at the heart of the investigation. And it's worth looking 
anew at whether scientists, in their efforts to protect the public from the threat 


of natural pathogens, overreached. 
Animal Passage 


Ten years ago, the viral pathogen most in 
the news was not a coronavirus but 
influenza—in particular, a strain of flu, 
designated H5N1, that arose in birds and 
killed a high proportion of those who were 


China Is Censoring Research on 


COVID-19 Origins, Deleted Web infected. For a while, the virus made 


Page Süggests headlines. Then it became clear that 

nearly everyone who caught the bird-flu 
virus got it directly from handling birds. To cause a plague, it's not enough that 
a virus is an efficient killer. It also has to pass easily from one person to the 


next, a quality called transmissibility. 


Around this time, Ron Fouchier, a scientist at Erasmus University in Holland, 

wondered what it would take for the bird flu virus to mutate into a plague virus. 
The question was important to the mission of virologists in anticipating human 
ION If H5N1 were merely one or two steps away from acquiring human 


tra sibility, the world was in danger: a transmissible form of H5N1 could 
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quickly balloon into a devastating pandemic on the order of the 1918 flu, which 


killed tens of millions of people. 


To answer the question, scientists would have to breed the virus in the lab in 
cell cultures and see how it mutated. But this kind of work was difficult to carry 
out and hard to draw conclusions from. How would you know if the end result 


was transmissible? 


The answer that Fouchier came up with was a technique known as "animal 
passage," in which he mutated the bird-flu virus by passing it through animals 
rather than cell cultures. He chose ferrets because they were widely known as 
a good stand-in for homans—if a virus can jump between ferrets, it is likely also 
to be able to jump between humans. He would infect one ferret with a bird-flu 
virus, wait until it got sick, and then remove a sample of the virus that had 
replicated in the ferret's body with a swab. As the virus multiplies in the body, it 
mutates slightly, so the virus that came out of the ferret was slightly different 
from the one that went into it. Fouchier then proceeded to play a version of 
telephone: he would take the virus from the first ferret and infect a second, then 


take the mutated virus from the second ferret and infect a third, and so on. 


After passing the virus through 10 ferrets, Fouchier noticed that a ferret in an 
adjacent cage became ill, even though the two hadn't come into contact with 
one another. That showed that the virus was transmissible in ferrets—and, by 
implication, in humans. Fouchier had succeeded in creating a potential 


pandemic virus in his lab. 


When Fouchier submitted his animal- 
passage work to the journal Science in 
2011, biosecurity officials in the Obama 
White House, worried that the dangerous 
(>) pathogen could accidentally leak from 
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the research. Fouchier had done his work 
How Doctors are Saving 


In BSL-2 labs, which are intended for 
Coronavirus Patients with 


— New Techniques pathogens such as staph, of moderate 
severity, rather than BSL-4, which are 
intended for Ebola and similar viruses. BSL-4 labs have elaborate safeguards 
—they're usually separate buildings with their own air circulation systems, 
airlocks and so forth. In response, the National Institutes of Health issued a 


moratorium on the research. 


What followed was a fierce debate among scientists over the risks versus 
benefits of the gain-of-function research. Fouchier's work, wrote Harvard 
epidemiologist Marc Lipsitch in the journal Nature in 2015, "entails a unique 


risk that a laboratory accident could spark a pandemic, killing millions." 


Lipsitch and 17 other scientists had formed the Cambridge Working Group in 
opposition. It issued a statement pointing out that lab accidents involving 
smallpox, anthrax and bird flu in the U.S. "have been accelerating and have 


been occurring on average over twice a week." 


"Laboratory creation of highly transmissible, novel strains of dangerous 
viruses... poses substantially increased risks," the statement said. "An 
accidental infection in such a setting could trigger outbreaks that would be 
difficult or impossible to control. Historically, new strains of influenza, once they 
establish transmission in the human population, have infected a quarter or 
more of the world's population within two years." More than 200 scientists 


eventually endorsed the position. 


The proponents of gain-of-function research were just as passionate. "We need 
GOF experiments," wrote Fouchier in Nature, "to demonstrate causal 
relg^—sships between genes or mutations and particular biological traits of 
KON GOF approaches are absolutely essential in infectious disease 
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The NIH eventually came down on the side of Fouchier and the other 
proponents. It considered gain-of-function research worth the risk it entailed 
because it enables scientists to prepare anti-viral medications that could be 


useful if and when a pandemic occurred. 


By the time NIH lifted the moratorium, in 2017, it had granted dozens of 
exceptions. The PREDICT program, started in 2009, spent $200 million over 
10 years, sending virologists all over the world to look for novel viruses and 
support some gain-of-function research on them. The program ran out of 


funding in 2019 and was then extended. 


By the time the current pandemic hit, animal-passage experiments had 
become commonplace. Scientists in many of the more than 30 BSL-4 labs 
around the world had used them to enhance the transmissibility of respiratory- 


tract pathogens. 


Did the work help during the current pandemic? In a recent article in the 
Lancet, Colin Carlson, an expert in emerging infectious diseases at 
Georgetown University, argued that work funded by PREDICT helped 
virologists rapidly isolate and classify the SARS-CoV-2 virus when it came out. 
However, the research "could have been better positioned for an overall 
impact." Although the program found hundreds of new viruses, it's nearly 
impossible for scientists to assess their risk to humans. The only way to tell is 


to "observe a human infection." 


Richard Ebright, an infectious disease expert at Rutgers, put it more bluntly. 
"The PREDICT program has produced no results—absolutely no results—that 
are of use for preventing or combating outbreaks. There's no information from 
that project that will contribute in any way, shape or form to addressing the 
AE) at hand. The research does not provide information that's useful for 


de ing antiviral drugs. It does not provide information that's useful for 
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The Wuhan Institute of Virology, not far from the animal markets in downtown Wuhan, houses the world's largest 
collection of coronaviruses from wild bats. The facility is among a handful of labs around the world cleared to 
handle Class 4 pathogens (P4) - dangerous viruses that pose a high risk of person-to-person transmission. 


HECTOR RETAMAL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


China's role 


The Wuhan Institute of Virology is one of many labs to receive PREDICT 
funding. Shi Zheng-Li, a virologist known as "bat woman" for her group's work 
in collecting hundreds of coronaviruses, and her staff at the Institute explored 
the same bat caves that were thought to have given rise to the original SARS 
virus in 2002. Her scientists penetrated remote caves, swabbing bats' anuses 
and collecting their excretions. When they returned to the lab, they cultured the 
viruses they found, determined their genomic sequences and tried to determine 


how they infect cells and animals in the lab. 


The Institute began a program of gain-of-function research into bat 


CO iruses in 2015. That involved taking selected strains and seeking to 
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gain-of-function research went hand-in-hand with the surveillance project. As 
scientists identified new classes of bat viruses that have the ability to infect 
human cells, that raised the question of what changes would have to arise in 
nature to make that virus transmissible in humans, which would pose a 


pandemic threat. 


In 2015, the Wuhan lab performed a gain 
of function experiment using cut-and-paste 
genetic engineering, in which scientists 
take a natural virus and directly make 
substitutions in its RNA coding to make it 


more transmissible. They took a piece of 


Coronavirus Outbreak Is A Wake- the original SARS virus and inserted a 
Up Call Showing How Unprepared | snippet from a SARS-like bat coronavirus, 
We Are resulting in a virus that is capable of 


infecting human cells. A natural virus 
altered with these methods would be easily flagged in a genetic analysis, like a 


contemporary addition to an old Victorian house. 


A virus produced with animal passage methods would be much harder to spot. 
These viruses are not directly manipulated. When the virus passes from one 
animal to the next, it undergoes something similar to what would happen in the 
wild during the course of its evolution. A wild coronavirus passed through 10 


ferrets would be difficult to identify as having been engineered or manipulated. 


There is no published record of animal-passage work on coronaviruses in the 
Wuhan Institute. The lab got its first BSL-4 lab in 2018, which is now 
considered a requirement for this kind of work (though some work proceeds in 
BSL-3-enhanced labs). It's possible that researchers started animal passage 
TO BSL-4 lab but didn't finish it in time to publish before the current 
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was done in secret. It's possible that it never happened at all. But some 
scientists think it's unlikely that an expensive BSL-4 lab would not be doing 


animal-passage research, which by 2018 was not unusual. 
Tracing the origins 


To figure out where SARS-CoV-2 came from, Kristian Andersen of Scripps 
Research and his colleagues performed a genetic analysis: they published the 
work, which has been widely cited, on March 17 in Nature Medicine. The 
researchers focused on certain genetic features of the virus for telltale signs of 


"manipulation." 


One feature was the spike of protein that the virus uses to attach so effectively 
to the human body's ACE2 receptors, a molecular feature of the cells in our 
lungs and other organs. The spike in SARS-Cov-2, the authors conclude, 
differs from that of the original SARS virus in ways that suggest it was "most 
likely the product of natural selection"—in other words, natural, not manipulated 


in a lab. 


However, the paper's reasoning as to why animal passage, in particular, can be 
ruled out, is not clear. "In theory, it is possible that SARS-CoV-2 acquired the... 
mutations during adaptation to passage in cell culture," the authors write. The 
theory that the virus mutated in mammalian hosts such as pangolins "provides 
a much stronger... explanation." Whether or not that includes animal passage 
in a lab, they don't say. Andersen didn't respond to Newsweek requests for 


comment. 


Rutger's Ebright, a longtime opponent of gain of function research, says that 
the Andersen analysis fails to rule out animal-passage as an origin of SARS- 
CoV-2. "The reasoning is unsound," he wrote in an email to Newsweek. "They 


fa possibility that the virus mutated in an animal host such as a 
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mutated in ‘animal passage.’ Because the two possibilities are identical, apart 


from location, one can't logically favor one and disfavor the other." 


Jonathan Eisen, an evolutionary biologist 
at UC Davis, says that the preponderance 
of evidence, while not definitive, suggests 
that the virus came from nature, not a lab. 
"There's no hint there that there's 
something unnatural, that is, genetically 
Who Should Doctors Save? Inside ^ engineered or manipulated," he says. But 
the Debate Over Rationing "there is some wiggle room" in the findings 
Coronavirus Care that admits the possibility that the virus 
was concocted in a lab via animal 
passage. "Passaging is hard to test for. Escape from a lab is hard to test for," 
he says. "If [Wuhan researchers] collected something from the field and they 
were doing some experiments in the lab with it, and some person got infected 
and then it spread from there, that would be really hard to distinguish from it 


having spread in the field directly." 


Wuhan is in possession of a virus, RATG13, that is thought to be the most 
similar to SARS-CoV-2 of any known virus—the two share 96 percent of their 
genetic material. That four-percent gap would still be a formidable gap for 
animal-passage research, says Ralph Baric, a virologist at the University of 
North Carolina who collaborated with Shi Zheng-Li on the 2015 gain-of-function 
research. "You keep running into problems that just don't make it likely," he 
says. Wuhan would probably have had to start with a virus closer to SARS- 
CoV-2 than RATG13, which is within the realm of possibilities. 


"The only way to resolve it," says Baric, "is transparency and open science and 
na( ne real investigation into it. | don't think the Chinese are going to allow 
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that. | don't know what any country would do in this situation. | would like to 


think that the U.S. would be transparent." 
Jenni Fink contributed to this report 


4/29/2020 4:20 pm. Clarification: To avoid any misunderstanding on this 
sensitive issue, a quote from Jonathan Eisen was changed at his request to 
include the words "or manipulated.” It now reads: "There's no hint there that 


there's something unnatural, that is, genetically engineered or manipulated. " 


4/30/2020 10:40 pm. Correction: The passage on the PREDICT program was 
changed to make it clear that most of the program's funding went for virus 
discovery activities. Also, the second 5-year funding for the program was slated 


to end in 2019, not 2018 as previously reported, before being extended. 
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Start a discussion, not a fire. Post with kindness. Read our guidelines here. 


Commenting as Guest fA Login 
What do you think? 


Sort by Best v 


RedBee : 28 April, 2020 

Note - the Chinese do not eat bat in Wuhan, moreover there is no evidence of bats being 
sold in the market in question. So that leaves pangolin or some other intermediate animal. 
But there is also no record of pangolin being sold in the market. Ok, so pangolin sale is illegal 
and it might have been ...See more 


Reply d5 14 621 
& 1 reply 


PurpleGlasses : 29 April, 2020 

Of all the places in the world for the virus to "initially" break out, Wuhan, home of TWO 
virology research centers specializing in coronavirus studies, cannot simply be a coincidence. 
Of all the applications for Occam's Razor, the common sense is overwhelmingly obvious here 
and anyone who says othe...See more 


Reply d546 587 
BluePin - 29 April, 2020 
Replying to Guest 
coronavirus has broken out in US 3 times... the reality is coronavirus are not really deadly 
which is why there wasn't much attention given to it until people started dying. too many 
people with very little knowledge about viruses are drawing totally wrong conclusion. just 
one wikipedia alone, there...See more 


Reply d54 425 


& Show 2 more replies 


PurpleCoffee : 28 April, 2020 

It is clear that while anything is possible, the case that it started in the lab is based on the 
flimsiest assumption: The DIA report, however, cites U.S. government and Chinese 
researchers that found "about 33 percent of the original 41 identified cases did not have 
direct exposure" to the market....See more 


Reply d5 32 & 10 
GoldCorn : 28 April, 2020 
Replying to Guest 
Do you suggest that 33 percent of the original 41 cases had direct exposure to the lab ? | 
would suspect they did not. | would rather suspect that, as you've suggested , the 33% 
caught it from the 6796 


Reply œh 6 423 
PurpleTooth : 29 April, 2020 
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Does it really matter ? The fact is CCP covered up the fact and deceived the whole world 
using WHO as a shield. Yes, we should sue the plants off of Xi Jingping. 


Reply d58 &P 
& 1 reply 


& Show 3 more replies 


GoldButterfly : 29 April, 2020 


| dived through some of the referenced papers a week ago, and came to pretty much the 
same conclusion. Everything l've read is consistent with this article. 


| recommend this article as an excellent summary, and a useful context for discussing 
various conspiracy theories. 


Because of the lack of a c...See more 
Reply g5 10 422 


Soloview : 28 April, 2020 

It's a good summary but there are scientists like the Czech virologist Sona Pekova who has 
independently isolated the SARS-Cov-2 genome, who believe that the virus is atypical to 
coronaviruses in key structural proteins, and is most likely a product of synthetic 
recombination. A curious info comes ...See more 


Reply d5 15 G24 
jfarmer9999 : 28 April, 2020 
Replying to Soloview 
organizations who want $ like the WHO make their arguments seem like necessities. 
What is crazy is that these labs had to make the gain of function the most potent to 
humans in order to gain creditability and thus $. Thus, the bat lady of Wuhan, a ccp 
member, used capitalistic incentives to create...See more 


Reply g58 623 


jamesjjoh - 29 April, 2020 

People, can't we all see the political agendas at play on both sides of the aisle? The right 
wants to blame China and reap all the benefits of having an enemy of the State to combat, 
especially one that impedes on an isolationist agenda. The left is jumping on this 
opportunity to oust a republican ...See more 


Reply għ 10 422 

jfarmer9999 : 29 April, 2020 

Replying to jamesjjoh 

The white nights are after the truth. Because as far as politics goes it will be who cant hit 

china the hardest. 

CCP virus, Uighurs detention camps, intellectual theft, Currency manipulation, 

Aggressive action in the S china Sea, Theft of billions through BS IPO's, Crack down of 
(> yore Kong, S...See more 


Danks wh a T.H 
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bobloblaw : 28 April, 2020 

in one month we've gone from dubunked conspiracy theories to being the most likely 
explanation for the pandemic. Gain of function experiment gone wrong and accidentally 
released. 


Great work by Newsweek. a $1 publication that hasnt published anything worth reading 
since the 1990s. Real journalism. 

Reply g 14 G23 
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Mijin - 28 April, 2020 

| got a third of the way through the article before the inaccuracies and loaded language 
started to annoy me. e.g. The Wuhan Institute of Virology is 30km (approx 20 miles) from the 
wet market. The confusion is because some people found a building with something medical 
in its name on the same stree...See more 


Reply gò 36 4218 
OliveCocktail - 28 April, 2020 
Replying to Mijin 
| agree that the article had inaccuracies, but you can't rule out the institute. If someone 
accidentally infected themselves at the institute, and then went to Wuhan, the population 
density would ensure that it would amplify quickly. The wet market, in my opinion, is 
slightly less likely, simply f...See more 
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JCH0523 - 28 April, 2020 
Replying to Mijin 

The article is war mongering. 


In the USA we learned a week ago that a person died of COVID-19 on Feb 6th and US 
doctors did not detect anything unusual. Today we learned the extent of American 
doctors missing COVID-19 deaths - March 1 to April 4 there were potentially thousands 
missed. Birx allude...See more 
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GreenFlask : 28 April, 2020 
What this article misses: China is a huge, gigantic country - and the covid19 outbreak just 
started in the 1(!) city with a Corona-virus lab. That can not be a coincidence... (Edited) 
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RedChilli - 29 April, 2020 

Replying to GreenFlask 

665 Cities in China. Thats quite a coincidence. 
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poorreporting : 28 April, 2020 
| feel like the title of this article should probably be "To be sure, there's no evidence that 
SARS-Cov-2 came from the Wuhan lab", which is inexplicably buried on like page 3... 


Reply d544 697 
CyanStrawberry : 28 April, 2020 
Replying to poorreporting 
Considering the alternative source initially credited for the virus was completely bogus, 
we now know definitely it did not start in the wet market, it most definitely came out of 
the ill equipped lab. 


It was enhanced from the RATG13 coronavirus, only a 496 modification, hence the 
unprecedented re...See more 
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OrangePalmtree : 28 April, 2020 
Replying to poorreporting 
There is no evidence it did not come from the lab either. 


What the article does, and | think it does it well, is to analyze the likelihood of either 
possibility. 
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China Is an Existential Threat to the U.S. 
BY GORDON G. CHANG 
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The U.S. Must Approach China With Humility 
BY KISHORE MAHBUBANI 
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China's 'Wolf Warrior Diplomacy' Remains Unhindered and Unabashed 
BY JIANLI YANG 


How U.S. Foreign Policy Can Move Forward After Afghanistan 
BY SHOSHANA BRYEN 
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North Carolina Bill Limiting How Teachers Discuss Race Passes Senate 
Texas House Speaker Tries to Keep Word ‘Racism’ Out of Election Bill Debate 
Officials Struggle to Create Wildfire Smoke Warning System in Western U.S. 
NM Officials Say State Is Week Away From Rationing Health Care Due to COVID 
Taliban's Feud with ISIS Could Doom Its Push for International Recognition 
Woman Praised for Brutally Honest Reaction to Birthday Gift in Viral Video 
Cole Beasley Defends Bills Teammate After Violating COVID Protocols 
Female Afghan Robotics Team Fled Taliban to Continue ‘Achievements’ 
Chicago Police Union President Likens Vaccine Mandate to Nazis 
Frightening Video Shows Python With Exploded Stomach After Eating Whole Cow 


How to Watch Joe Biden's Speech After Explosions at Kabul Airport 
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For more than seven months, the U.S. Capitol Police officer who shot and killed Ashli Babbitt, an unarmed protester 
climbing through a broken window in a hallway of the U.S. Capitol on January 6, has remained anonymous. 





Elon Musk's Wealth Rose 600 Percent to 175 Billion During the Pandemic 


The SpaceX and Tesla CEO is now the second-wealthiest American with an eye-watering fortune of $170 billion. 
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PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
Jayapal Warns Dems 'Could Lose the House’ if Biden's $3.5T Bill Not Passed 


"| just want to remind people that this is the Democratic agenda. This is President Biden's agenda," the top progressive 
lawmaker said. 
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ILHAN OMAR 
Rep. Ilhan Omar Calls on Biden to Pardon Air Force Drone Leaker Daniel Hale 


"The legal question of Mr. Hale's guilt is settled, but the moral question remains open," Omar wrote. "| strongly believe that 
a full pardon, or at least a commutation of his sentence, is warranted." 
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